Three new species of the genus Lathrobium Gravenhorst, 1802 from Sichuan Province, Southwest China are described and illustrated: L. acutissimum sp. n., L. hailuogouense sp. n. and L. labahense sp. n. A checklist of Chinese Lathrobium is provided.
Introduction
Up to today, 57 species of the genus Lathrobium Gravenhorst, 1802 have been reported from China. The records of four species are doubtful and the presence of the remaining 53 species has been confirmed in the past (Assing 2009 (Assing , 2010a Chen et al. 2005a, b; Hua 2002; Li 1992; Li and Chen 1990, 1993; Peng and Zhao 2012a, b; Ryvkin 2011; Schülke 2002; Smetana 2004; Watanabe 1997 Watanabe , 1998 Watanabe , 1999a Watanabe , b, 2005 Watanabe , 2011 Watanabe and Xiao 1994 , 1996 , 1997 , 2000 .
Only one species, Lathrobium watanabei Schülke, 2002 , had been known from the vast Sichuan Province, China. In the neighbouring provinces, seventeen species have been recorded from Yunnan Province (Bernhauer, 1938; Hua, 2002; Watanabe & Xiao, 1994 , 1996 , 1997 , 2000 , one from Guizhou Province (Chen et al. 2005a ) and two from Shaanxi Province (Chen et al. 2005b) .
In 2006, Hu and Tang made a collecting trip to the Hailuogou and the Labahe natural reserves and collected a number of Lathrobium specimens. Among them, three new species are recognized and reported herein and a checklist of Chinese Lathrobium is provided.
Material and methods
All specimens were collected from the leaf litter of in broad-leaved forests by sifting. The following abbreviations are used in the text, with all measurements in millimeters: body length (BL): length of body from the labral anterior margin to the anal apex; forebody length (FL): length of the clypeal anterior margin to the elytral apex; head length (HL): length of head from the clypeal anterior margin to the posterior margin of the head; head width (HW): maximum width of head; pronotum length (PL): length of pronotum along midline; pronotum width (PW): maximum width of pronotum; elytra length (EL): length of elytra from the apex of the scutellum to the elytral posterior margin. Pronotum nearly parallel-sided; punctation sparser than that of head; impunctate midline narrow; interstices shining without microsculpture.
Elytra with punctation denser than that of pronotum and well defined; hind wings reduced.
Abdomen with dense punctation; interstices with very shallow, transversely striate microsculpture.
Male. Sternite VII ( Fig. 2A ) with short, darkish setae in U-shaped posterio-median impression; sternite VIII ( Fig. 2B ) with triangular, symmetrical emargination and short, darkish setae in shallow impression; sternite IX ( Female. Posterior margin of tergite VIII (Fig. 2F ) somewhat convex; sternite VIII ( Fig. 2G ) slightly longer than that of male, posterior margin broadly convex; tergite X ( Fig. 2H ) not acute basally and not reaching anterior margin of tergite IX (Fig. 2H) .
Distribution. Southwest China: Sichuan. Etymology. The specific epithet (Latin, adjective: sharp) alludes to the apical margin of the male sternite IX.
Remarks. It resembles Lathrobium lijiangense Watanabe & Xiao, 1997 from Yunnan in having a similar shape of the male sternite VII. The new species can be readily distinguished from these species by the male sternite VIII with a triangular emargination at the apical margin and by the aedeagus with a much longer ventral process. In L. lijiangense, the male sternite VIII has a semi-elliptical emargination at the apical margin and the ventral process of the aedeagus is short. Habitus as in Fig. 1B . General appearance similar to L. acutissimum, except for somewhat smaller body size and sparser punctation on head and pronotum.
Male. Posterior margin of sternite VII (Fig. 3A ) weakly concave; sternite VIII ( Fig.  3B) with symmetrical, subtriangular emargination and darkish setae in large, shallow impression; sternite IX ( Fig. 3C ) asymmetrical; aedeagus (Fig. 3D, 3E ) with slender, ventral process and short, dorsal sclerites.
Female. Posterior margin of tergite VIII (Fig. 3F ) nearly truncate; sternite VIII ( Fig. 3G ) much longer than that of male, posterior margin strongly convex; tergite X (Fig. 3H ) slender and not reaching anterior margin of tergite IX (Fig. 3H) .
Distribution. Southwest China: Sichuan. Etymology. The specific epithet of this new species is derived from the type locality "Hailuogou".
Remarks. The new species resembles Lathrobium zhangi Watanabe & Xiao, 1997 from Yunnan in having the posterior margin of the male sternite VII weakly concave and a similar shape of the male sternite VIII. The new species can be readily distinguished from these species by the broad ventral process of the aedeagus in lateral view. In L. zhangi, the ventral process of the aedeagus is much narrower in lateral view. Habitus as in Fig. 1C . Generally similar to L. acutissimum except for lighter coloration of legs, smaller body size, and somewhat sparser punctation on head and pronotum.
Male. Posterior margin of sternite VII (Fig. 4A) concave and with short, darkish setae; sternite VIII ( Fig. 4B) with semicircular, symmetrical emargination and dense, long setae in shallow impression; sternite IX (Fig. 4C ) nearly symmetrical; aedeagus (Fig. 4D, 4E ) with long, ventral process and thin, dorsal sclerite.
Female. Posterior margin of tergite VIII (Fig. 4F ) weakly convex; sternite VIII (Fig. 4G ) much longer than that of male, posterior margin strongly convex; tergite IX (Fig. 4H ) not separated from tergite X (Fig. 4H) . Distribution. Southwest China: Sichuan. Etymology. The specific epithet of this new species is derived from the type locality "Labahe".
Remarks. Lathrobium labahense resembles L. watanabei Schülke, 2002 in having a similar shape of the male sternite VIII, but can be readily separated by the aedeagus with a much longer ventral process.
A checklist of Chinese Lathrobium
The checklist is presented in Table 1 . The species are arranged alphabetically, and all of them belong to the nominate subgenus. For synonymies see Smetana (2004) . Lathrobium nomurai Nakane, 1955 was listed for the China in Smetana (2004) . However, this species is apterous and was originally described from Tsuruoka-Do Cave, Kyushu, Japan. Since it is most unlikely that it could be also found in China, we exclude L. nomurai from the list.
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